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l SPECIAL SECTION l
FEATURING THE 2022 STATE FAIR OF TEXAS® l SEPT 30-OCT 23

Rodeo headlines a number 
of equine related events

United Professional Rodeo Association Finals makes move to State Fair of Texas
By Martha A. Hollida

Bull riding will be featured at the State Fair on Oct. 7th and will be part of the United Professional Rodeo Association Finals Oct. 18-Oct. 22nd. In 
addition, Bull Fighters Only will be back this year on Oct. 8th.

The United Professional 
Rodeo Association (UPRA) 
has moved its year-end fi-
nals to the State Fair of 
Texas® (SFT) which will 
highlight the final week of 
the iconic fair, Oct. 18-22.

The five-day event will 
have six performances and 
will draw 165 contestants 
from several states com-
peting in the standard eight 
events of rodeo, plus ranch 
bronc riding. It will be a 
progressive format with 
top cowboys/cowgirls ad-
vancing to the finals, which 
will be split into two per-
formances on Oct. 22. The 
fastest time or highest score 
from the two rounds will be 
established as the winner. 
The ranch bronc riding por-
tion of the UPRA event will 
be held earlier in the fair with 
the ranch rodeo weekend.

“Our payout will exceed 
$300,000 for the finals at the 
State Fair, so there will be a 
lot on the line financially for 
the contestants in addition 
to having the finals cham-
pionship title,” explained 
Jerry Hill, UPRA president.

“The coliseum is rich 
with history, the first three 
National Finals Rodeo 
(NFR) events were held in 
this very coliseum beginning 
in 1959,” said Daryl Real, 
SFT senior vice president 
for agriculture and livestock, 
adding “Hosting the UPRA 
Finals is a great addition to 
the entertainment and ag-
riculture lineup at the fair.” 

Last year the SFT hosted 
a UPRA Rodeo event and 
that set the stage to bring the 

finals to this year’s lineup.
“We’ve held our finals in 

Sulphur Springs, Texas for 
over 30 years, so this deci-
sion was not an easy one for 
our organization to make. A 
number of things factored 
into the decision, one of the 
most critical being that we 
needed a bigger venue and 
the fair, likewise, was want-
ing to expand the rodeo’s 
footprint at their three week-
long event, so it seemed a nat-
ural progression,” said Hill.

T. C. Long, who will 
produce the UPRA Finals, 
adds that the SFT pro-
vides a built-in fan base.

“The crowd last year was 
very enthusiastic throughout 
the weekend. We discovered 
that while many in the crowd 
were rodeo fans, there were 
also many who had never at-
tended a rodeo. We see this 
as a great way to reach more 
fans for the sport,” said Long.

The State Fair has a lot 
of nostalgia tied to it and 
its history with hosting the 
first NFR makes it a great 
place for these top cowboys 
and cowgirls to compete. 
In addition to the substan-
tial payout, winners will re-
ceive buckles and saddles. 

Real points out that ad-
mission to the rodeo is in-
cluded with general ad-
mission and the value to 
patrons is immense as 
they will see top-level 
athletes in a 90-minute, 
high-energy performance. 

The Fair Park Coliseum 
will be home to several 
other equine/rodeo re-
lated events during SFT. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
COWBOYS OF COLOR

Friday, Sept. 30-Saturday, Oct. 1
MEXICAN RODEO FIESTA

Sunday, Oct. 2
BULL RIDING

Friday, Oct. 7
BULL FIGHTERS ONLY

Saturday, Oct. 8
STATE FAIR OF TEXAS RANCH RODEO

Friday, Oct. 14-Saturday, Oct. 15
UPRA PRELIMS

Tuesday, Oct. 18-Friday, Oct. 21
UPRA FINALS

Saturday, Oct. 11

The classic rodeo event  of saddle bronc riding will be included in the 
rodeo schedule for this year’s fair.(Continued on page 4)
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Ag machinery projects to impress
By Lesli Sharp

When most 
think of a fair, their 
thoughts instantly go 
to livestock shows, 
cotton candy and ro-
deos. However, the 
ag mechanics contest 
offers many youth an 
opportunity to com-
pete in a nontradi-
tional competition to 
showcase their skills 
and talents. Welding, 
woodworking and 
machinery are prac-
tical skills students 

can learn and use 
in everyday life.

The  S ta t e 
Fair of Texas® 
(SFT) Annual Ag 
Mechanics con-
test boasts over 200 
entries each year 
including trailers, 
cookers, wood-
working and more 
from Oct. 18-19, 
2022. This two-day 
event gives students 
a chance to show-
case 18-months’ 

worth of hard work 
and dedication. 

Competition
guidelines 

Group projects 
of two to six team 
members and indi-
vidual projects from 
the same county or 
4-H/FFA or FCCLA 
chapter are allowed 
to compete for one 
of six division titles. 
Divisions include 
an agricultural ma-
chinery and equip-

ment division with 
entries such as hay 
hauling equipment, 
truck, tractors and 
shop equipment, a 
livestock equipment 
division such as gates 
and livestock pan-
els, squeeze chutes, 
feeders, trailer di-
vision including 
bumper pull utility, 
Gooseneck flat-
beds, welder trail-
ers and more, a rec-
reational projects 

division including barbecue 
pits and smokers, furniture 
and other outdoor items and 
the wildlife equipment divi-
sion such as hunting stands 
and wildlife feeders and 
traps. Additionally, there is 
a tractor restoration divi-
sion where students com-
pete based on age of tractor. 

A grand and reserve 
champion is awarded 
in each division along 
with group and individ-
ual showmanship awards. 

Students are graded by 
two judges per division. 
Points are awarded with 
workmanship worth the most 
for 30 points, design and ma-
terials used worth 20 points, 
documentation worth 10 
points, knowledge of proj-
ect for 20 points and degree 
of difficulty worth 20 points. 
All components are worth 
up to 100 points and used to 
rank contestants accordingly.

Each project must have 
a submitted portfolio book 
accompanying it, includ-
ing their bill of materials 
and photos detailing each 
phase of construction. Their 
portfolio is meant to tell the 
story of their project from 
start to finish. Judges ask 
students varying questions 
regarding their projects. 
Their knowledge and exper-
tise of building standards, 
materials and safety mecha-
nisms heavily impact their 
score and is used to reward 
students for showmanship. 

Projects are only able to 
be exhibited one time at the 
SFT and must started within 
18 months prior to the Fair. 
Each individual contes-
tant and each group of stu-
dents can enter two sepa-
rate projects, one per class. 

Students must follow 
specific safety guidelines 
and ensure all projects are 
within the specifications 
outlined. Students must dis-
play an extreme level of 
detail to their craft. Their 
talent is displayed both in 
their handiwork and their 
ability to present their work. 

Each year, more and more 
students are choosing to 
showcase their talent at the 
SFT ag mechanic’s contest.

“The contest grows 
every year with the addi-
tion of new categories and 
the SFT Youth Agricultural 
Mechanics  Premier 
Exhibitor Sweepstakes,” 
said Daryl Real, SFT se-
nior vice president ag-
riculture and livestock.  

The sweepstakes con-
test identifies students who 
exemplify the highest level 

(Continued on page 8)

The sweepstakes contest identifies students who exemplify the highest 
level of diverse involvement, knowledge and skill in the show. They are 
required to take a test, demonstrate a skill and give a presentation to 
judges on the project entered in the current contest.
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LIVE With Livestock 101
By Callie Cline

(Moo)ve over petting zoos 
and traditional classrooms, 
it’s time for the next era of fair 
fun and education. Picture this 
as a 2022 State Fair of Texas® 
(SFT) attendee: a live talk show 
featuring livestock on stage, 
top tier 4-H youth teaching and 
training, and a host maintaining 
fun and facts, all while hold-
ing the famous corn dog under 
a comfortably shaded tent. 

Located in United Ag 
& Turf Alley, between the 
swine and horse barns, fair-
goers will find the inviting 
Livestock 101 tent and talk 
show, hosted by SFT Livestock 
101 emcee, Trey Hamlett.

“Livestock 101 is where 
we introduce the non-agri-
cultural, fair-going public to 
livestock production in Texas, 
who produces the products, 
the kids who are exhibiting at 
the fair, their animals, and gen-
erally, how to go about raising 
livestock for show and food 
production in Texas,” Hamlett 
said. “We get to the talk to the 
4-H ambassadors and exhib-
itors about whatever is going 
on at the fair and the animals 
you can see at that time.”

With four shows per day 
at 12, 1:30, 3:00, and 4:30 
p.m. for the duration of the 

fair, Livestock 101 keeps the 
crowd entertained for around 
30 minutes while featuring the 
animals that are in the livestock 
exhibitor show barns that day.

“We try to make it fun and 
entertaining; we invite the 
public to participate and we 
answer their questions about 
it,” Hamlett said. “We show 
how we do this as ethically 
and sustainably as we possibly 
can, and we don’t hide from 
any hard questions, either.”

As the emcee of the pro-
gram, Hamlett is not only ac-
companied by the animals on 
the stage, but also by “the face 
of the future of agriculture,” 
according to Hamlett. The 
Texas 4-H Livestock, Equine 
and Poultry Ambassadors are 
high school aged youth who 
have been accepted into their 
highly respected statewide 
4-H ambassador program and 
serve as co-hosts of the “show.”

“The goal is to showcase the 
animals that are on grounds at 
the State Fair and by going pub-
lic in a Q&A format, fairgoers 
can learn facts about the animal 
industry on display that day in 
the barns. It engages Texas 4-H 
Youth Livestock Ambassadors 
to become experts to the pub-
lic, allowing them to connect 

animal agriculture to consum-
ers,” explained Daryl Real, 
SFT senior vice president 
for agriculture and livestock.

“We’ll do a little short 
presentation about how they 
exhibit their animals, what’s 
involved in raising their ani-
mal, and then visitors can ask 
questions and come up and see 
the animal up close,” Hamlett 
said. “A lot of times they’ll get 
the opportunity to pet, touch 
or hold the animal and ask that 
exhibitor specific questions.”

Extension Program 
Specialist with the Texas 

4-H Youth Livestock and 
Agriculture program, Kelley 
Ranly, coordinates the ambas-
sador program and the youth 
who serve at Livestock 101. 

“During each Livestock 
101 session, Ambassadors are 
placed on stage to act as the 
interviewee(s) in a talk-show 
style setting where they have 
the opportunity to talk to the 
public about the livestock an-
imal(s) being showcased in 
that session,” Ranly said. “As 
elite young leaders and agri-
culturalists, Ambassadors are 

The Texas 4-H Livestock, Equine 
and Poultry Ambassadors are 
high school aged youth who have 
been accepted into their highly re-
spected statewide 4-H ambassador 
program and serve as co-hosts of 
Livestock 101. Pictured is Miran-
da Skaggs, Brazos County 4-H 
and a 2021 Ambassador, talking at 
last year’s event.

Trey Hamlett serves as emcee of 
the State Fair’s Livestock 101 pro-
gram. This is a talk show format 
that introduces the non-agricul-
tural, fair-going public to livestock 
production in Texas. In addition 
to information sharing, a Q&A 
session is part of the program and 
livestock from the barns are part 
of each session.

(Continued on page 11)

For a complete
schedule visit

www.bigtex.com.

Livestock shows are a very large 
part of the State Fair activities.
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Pre-fair equine events hosted by the State Fair of Texas included an 
American Quarter Horse Association Horse Show, mule and donkey 
show, Arabian Horse Show, a youth rodeo, a women’s barrel race and 
breakaway roping, a team roping and a team sorting event.

Opening weekend will 
feature The Cowboys of 
Color Rodeo on Sept. 30 
and Oct. 1, followed by the 
Mexican Fiesta Rodeo on 
Oct. 2nd. The following 
weekend will feature the 
Bull Bash on Oct. 7th, fol-
lowed the Bull Fighters 
Only contest on Oct. 8th.

On Oct. 14th and Oct. 15, 
the SFT Ranch Rodeo, with 
teams from several prom-
inent Texas ranches, will 
be showcased. They will 
compete in traditional ranch 
working events as teams. 

Although the fair of-
ficially opens Sept. 30th, 
a number of SFT spon-
sored equine events 

transpired in August and 
September. The fair hosted 
an American Quarter Horse 
Association sanctioned 
show; a Ranch Sorting 
National Championship 
event, a donkey and mule 
show, a women’s break-
away roping, a ladies’ bar-
rel racing contest, a youth 
rodeo, an Arabian horse 
show and a VIP team roping.

“Equine events are im-
portant to the fair and we 
are proud that we have been 
able to host so many di-
verse horse events prior to 
the opening. We continue 
to expand the number of 
horse related events across 
a wide range of disciplines,” 
explained Patty Poe, SFT 
horse show coordinator.

Rodeo...
(Continued from page 1)
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We Bring You The  
Information You Need
How You Want It And 
Where You Want It

Mailbox
Regular Mail
Inbox
Email versions to your mobile devices
Website
www.southernlivestock.com
Social Media
Follow our Facebook/Twitter Feeds

Sheep dog trials on SFT schedule
By Martha Hollida Garrett

The State Fair of Texas® 
(SFT) will once again be show-
casing sheep dog trials, which 
have proven to be a crowd fa-
vorite for the past few years. 
The 2022 trials will be Friday 
Oct. 14th, starting at 9 a.m. in 
the livestock judging pavilion.

“The trials will feature sheep 
dogs from across the coun-
try, but primarily from Texas, 
Oklahoma, Kansas and New 
Mexico. Any breed of dog can 
compete but border collies are 
the most dominant breed in 
the competition. The dogs will 
compete in sheep gathering 
maneuvers and will be asked 
to handle a variety of obsta-
cles in the process,” said Brian 
Husky, a sheep dog owner 
and coordinator of the event.

The dogs are judged 
on how well they handle 
the obstacles, the manner 
they handle the sheep, how 
they respond to commands 
and how quickly they do it.

“The dog that completes 
the trial in the fastest time is not 
necessarily the winner, as they 
are asked to work the sheep in 
straight lines, move them around 
calmly, be kind to the sheep and 
work to the commands of the 
sheep herder. The dogs are given 
commands either through voice 
or a whistle from their herder. 
The trial highlights the working 
relationship between the herder 
and the dog,” Husky explained.

Each dog is given up to 
five minutes to complete the 
trial, but most finish in the two 
to three minute range. Scoring 
is based on a combined score of 
speed and points for stockman-
ship and each dog will compete 
twice for a cumulative score.  

Husky adds that there 
is a quite a bit of finesse that 
goes in to winning the contest. 
There will be four to five ob-
stacles, including a chute like 
you would find on the farm or 
ranch for the dogs to work the 
sheep through. A trial con-
sists of one dog, working three 
sheep. Failure to complete 
any obstacle lowers the score.

“The contestants draw 
for which sheep they will 
work. The luck of the draw 
can come into play. If you 
draw a stubborn sheep it can 
cause a lower score or depend-
ing on how the dog handles 
the situation, it can increase 
the score,” said Husky, who 
competes in a number of trials 
himself throughout the year.

The SFT contest is limited to 
50 dogs and will be judged by 
a female sheep dog competitor 
from Arizona. Winners will re-
ceive prize money and since this 
trial is part of a national ranking 
system, points will be awarded 
towards various regional and 
the national year-end titles. 

The contest is expected 
to last until late afternoon 

and spectators can ex-
pect a fast-paced trial, with 
lots of interaction between 
the dogs and their owners.

Husky says that crowd 
participation is encouraged. 

“You can cheer, clap, root 
for the dog and herder who 
do well in your opinion and 
we always like it when the 
crowd shows appreciation 
for the dog’s work,” he added.

Sheep dog trials will be part of the fair lineup, scheduled for Oct. 14th 
The dogs are judged on how they maneuver the obstacles, how they han-
dle the sheep, how they respond to the commands and how quickly they 
do it.

The dogs, which are mainly border collies, respond to 
voice or whistle commands from their herder.
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Generations run deep for Nevins Concessions
By Kendra Elder

Does the name, Nevins 
Concessions, sound familiar 
to you? Probably not, but you 
can’t go to the State Fair of 
Texas® (SFT) without visiting 
one of their nine stands on the 
grounds. When making your 
way through the cattle barns 
or on the midway, you have 
most likely experienced one of 
the family’s famous hamburg-
ers and a side of curly fries.

SFT Senior Vice President 
for Agriculture and Livestock, 
Daryl Real, said that the Nevins 
family has operated conces-
sions at the fair since 1949. Real 
has been with the organization 
since 2004 and knows the value 
that the concession stand of-
fers to a fair goer’s experience. 

Today, Tami Nevins-
Mayes continues the asso-
ciation with the fair that was 
started by her grandfather.

“Tami’s father, Gary 
Nevins, was a trusted part-
ner with the SFT and ulti-
mately the livestock exhibitors 
gained notoriety for having 
the ‘The best cheeseburger 
on the grounds over in Cattle 
Barn 1,’” Real explained.

Tami expressed her ex-
citement to be a third genera-
tion concessionaire running 

the family owned operation 
and recently welcomed her 
daughter, Josey Mayes, a re-
cent graduate from Oklahoma 
State University, to begin the 
fourth generation of owner-
ship. They have hospitality and 
food industry in their blood.

“I love the history that this 
company represents. The core 
values and mission is to re-
flect the dedication that my 
granddaddy and father worked 
very hard to build,” Tami ex-
plains. “To stand alongside 
my daughter is a pleasure.”
Supporting the youth of agri-

culture 
Her father, was instru-

mental in getting the State 
Fair Concessionaires Buyer 
Group together, a group now 
headed by Caroline Newport, 
to support the youth livestock 
exhibitors and their projects. 
Now in the fourth generation 
at the fair, Tami and Josey not 
only continue the tradition of 
great fair food but continue 
to support of the annual SFT 
Youth Livestock Auction. 

“Through their participa-
tion in this buyers group, they 
have contributed for more 
than 30 years to purchase an-
imals at the annual youth 

livestock shows,” Real ex-
plained. “Giving back to the 
students, families and volun-
teers that come together at the 
fair each year has been a part 
of their business for decades.”

At past auctions, the 
group has purchased mul-
tiple breed champions and 
even a few overall champions. 

Nevin’s wins big at Big Tex 
Choice Awards 

This year, their fam-
ily success at the fair began 
even before the fair officially 
opened with a huge win at 
the annual Big Tex Choice 
Awards. They took home “Best 
Taste- Savory’’ for their entry 
named “Fried Charcuterie 

Board”, Real explained. 
The deep fried charcuterie 

board was a collaboration by 
Tami and Josey. The dish was 
loved by all Dallas foodies and 
was full of fresh mozzarella, 
salami, and green apples tossed 
in olive oil and Italian herbs.

“Everything is wrapped in 
a wonton wrapper and fried. 
Then it’s topped with goat 
cheese and a drizzle of hot 
honey,” Tami explained. “We 
were so thrilled to receive this 
award, Josey was truly the mas-
termind of this creation. I am so 
lucky to have her on my team.”

The ladies could not ex-
press enough, how happy they 
were to receive this award 

and how they know the pre-
ceding generations of family 
would be so proud of them.

“They emerged from 51 
entries to be crowned a cham-
pion. You can go to BigTex.
com/map to find your way 
to the locations where you 
can try their award-win-
ning food while you’re at 
the fair,” Real explained.

SFT Cattle Barn 1 legacy 
Tami’s dad, loved giving 

back to the youth exhibitors 
who supported the hamburger 
stand in SFT’s Cattle Barn 1.

That Cattle Barn 1 con-
cession stand is the only 
stand that serves breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. The menu 
has evolved over the years 
but is still known for its sau-
sage biscuit breakfast sand-
wiches, hamburger or chicken 
sandwich, and of course, a 
cup of Blue Bell Ice Cream. 

The family has always 
strived to have employees 
who are extremely person-
able and dependable. They 
have over 150 employees 

This is a familiar scene to anyone who has ever shown or is showing at 
the State Fair of Texas as exhibitors and fairgoers alike are familiar with 
the concession stand in “Cattle Barn 1”. The Nevins family has been a 
concessionaire at the iconic Texas event since 1949.

Tami Nevins-Mayes (center) continues the family legacy as the owner 
and operator of Nevins Concessions. Her daughter, Josey Mayes (left) 
recently joined the family business and daughter, Cheyne Hickey, (right) 
stays involved by handling the company’s social media.

(Continued on page 9)
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of diverse involvement, 
knowledge and skill in the 
show. They are required to 
take a test, demonstrate a 
skill and give a presentation 
to judges on the project en-
tered in the current contest.

Career preparation
Students compete to 

win an array of prizes 
such as welders and shop 
equipment provided by 
sponsor, Lincoln Electric. 

“Each year a battery of 
awards and prizes are added 
to the contest, as well as the 
opportunity to win schol-
arships through the sweep-
stakes contest,” said Real.

However, winning 
the ag mechanics con-
test is about so much more 
than prizes and honor. 

“Competing in the ag 
mechanics contest is the 
truest form of career prepa-
ration, these students need 
very little additional training 
to be placed in jobs,” Kelley 
Kimmey, SFT Ag Mechanics 
contest superintendent, 
“As a former ag educa-
tion teacher, I had no prob-
lem placing these students 
in a job after high school.”

He went on to say that 
“The ag mechanics con-
test is an opportunity for 
students to learn practi-
cal skills such as welding, 
wood working and critical 
thinking that can be used in 
multiple daily situations.”

Kelley is joined by 
Michelle Damerau and 
Ted Ford as superin-
tendents of the contest.

See the work firsthand
Attendees to the fair 

are welcome and encour-
aged to walk through the 
exhibits and see students’ 
projects firsthand. They 
just might find a project 
they want to take home. 

While projects are not 
for sale at the contest, many 
chapters and groups auc-
tion their projects off at later 
dates to raise money for fu-
ture projects or use their 
hard work in school shops. 

At the 2022 SFT, don’t 
miss an opportunity to 
view these projects and 
visit with students regard-
ing their impressive work!

This is an example of the skill and craftsmanship that will be judged at the State Fair of 
Texas Agricultural Mechanics Contest, Oct. 18-19th. All entries will have been built by a 
youth exhibitor.

Each project must have a submitted portfolio book accompanying it, including their bill of 
materials and photos detailing each phase of construction.  Contestants also answer judges’ 
questions about their project.

Ag...
(Continued from page 2)

Can’t make the 
State Fair. . . 
you can still see the 
livestock shows!

All livestock shows will 
be streamed at vimeo.com/
sftlive  
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staffed throughout the fair. 
“The fair represents a fam-

ily who works together for 
over 24 days, not including the 
set-up and tear-down. Some 
employees who work with us 
run three and four generations 
deep in the family,” she adds.

She explained the fam-
ily dynamic within their em-
ployees is how their parents 
and grandparents worked 
with the Nevins family and 
how it continues. The at-
mosphere is amazing and it 
really feeds off to the cus-
tomers in a positive way.

Deep fried dynasty- Nevins 
Concessions

You may have already 
seen it on TV, but Nevin’s 
Concessions was featured on a 
series released this past spring 
called ‘Deep Fried Dynasty’ 
which is aired on A&E. This 
series features eight SFT con-
cessionaires filmed during 
the fair. For all the foodies 
out there who love fried food 
and reality TV, you can catch 
Tami and Josey talking about 
their nine locations at the fair, 
including the hamburger 
stand and newly founded 
‘Meat on a Stick’ booth.

“This booth is pure good-
ness,” Tami explains, “It in-
cludes Wagyu beef sausage 

on a stick, regular sausage on 
a stick, bacon wrapped pork 
on a stick and Texas ranch 
hot wings. Top it off with a 
cold beer and peach Bellini 
to compliment the meat.”

Tami explains that, to them, 
it is more about the history and 
impact than the awards and 
spotlight. Even after winning 
awards, TV interviews and 
extra publicity, Tami and Josey 
still stay humble and focused 
on the end product–-- pleas-

ing the customers and stay-
ing true to the family name.

Not only can you watch 
them on television, but you 
can visit Nevins Concessions 
at the upcoming fair starting 
Friday, Sept.30 and closing 
on Sunday, Oct. 23, 2022. 
Grab a cup of coffee paired 
with a sausage biscuit early in 
the morning before the cattle 
shows and come back mid-af-
ternoon for an award win-
ning fried charcuterie board.

Gary Nevins grew the family’s concession business, which was started 
by his father  and was instrumental in organizing the State Fair Conces-
sionaire’s Buyers Group, which participates annually in the SFT Youth 
Livestock Auction.

The Nevins family operates nine concession stands on the grounds of the 
fair, which runs from Sept. 30-Oct. 23rd.

Generations...
(Continued from page 6)
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A knowledge battle for youth
By Lindsay L Allen

The show ring can expose 
the quality of animal an ex-
hibitor brought to compete or 
their level of showmanship….
and thanks to the beef, sheep 
and swine skillathon contests, 
an exhibitor’s level of learning 
with their particular species can 
now be demonstrated as well.  

The beef, sheep and swine 
skillathon contests oper-
ate individually, but mirror 
each other in regards to pur-
pose, structure and catego-
ries that youth are tested on. 
Contestants compete indi-
vidually and there is no team 

score, as with judging teams. 
Dr. Shawn Ramsey, with 

Texas A&M University and 
superintendent for the sheep 
skillathon, has been involved 
with other skillathons for the 
last 20 years and was excited 
to help start the event at the 
State Fair of Texas® (SFT). 
“I love this contest because 
you don’t have to invest a lot 
financially in order to win, like 
you might have to do to win a 
livestock show. You can study 
hard and take home a cham-
pion banner,” he continued, 
“Every time a youth is work-

ing with their animal, feeding 
them, shearing them, etc. they 
are studying for the skillathon. 
It’s important to know how to 
show your animal, but this con-
test takes it a step further and 
pushes youth to understand 
all aspects of raising a lamb.”

Ramsey’s favorite part is 
watching youth start compet-
ing in the skillathon at a young 
age and grow and develop 
over the years. “The neat thing 
about the skillathon is that it 
truly is the ultimate educa-
tional contest for exhibitors 
and combines it all by cover-

ing a variety of industry related 
skills and knowledge,” he said.   

Caraline Dudley has 
competed in the SFT’s Beef 
Skillathon since 2019 (as a 
high school freshman) and said, 
“This contest has provided me 
with both soft and hard skills to 
prepare for a career in the beef 
industry. It provides a platform 
for me to share my passions 
with others, practice profes-
sionalism when public speak-
ing and learn more from others 
about the industry. It has also 
developed my skills sets within 
the industry; thanks to the beef 
skillathon, I can now implant 
a calf, use calving chains and 
identify feeder cattle scores. 
The combination of profes-
sionalism, as well as hands on 
knowledge, makes this contest 
one of a kind. It is a fantastic 
opportunity to gain real world 
experience with some beef 
management practices, de-
velop study habits and improve 
my public speaking ability.” 

The competition 
Study material for all 

three skillathons can be 
found on the SFT’s web-
site and includes a variety of 
topics that contestants can 
review and use to prepare. 

Dudley shared, “Preparing 
and studying for this contest 
is extensive and I study year-
round. I first use the skilla-
thon study guide. From there, 
I focus on areas where I have 
additional questions or things 
I didn’t know at the last con-
test. I call those things my 
“roadblocks.” For instance, 
to get around my roadblocks, 
I have visited a ruminant nu-
tritionist to learn more about 
feeding cattle and feedstuffs. 
I have talked to veterinari-
ans about the many aspects 
of cattle health. I have even 
made field trips to feed yards. 
I have continually sought 
ways around my roadblocks 
and that has helped me to be 
competitive at these events. 
However, for me, the Beef 
Skillathon is an opportunity 
to showcase the lifestyle that 
I have grown up in, as well.”

It all starts with a 50-ques-
tion exam followed by a 
55-question identification com-
ponent focused on identifica-
tion of health products, equip-
ment, feeds, health/diseases, 

(Continued on page 11)

Caraline Dudley has been com-
peting in the State Fair of Texas 
Beef Skillathon since 2019 and 
was the third high individual 
last year. She credits the contest 
as an avenue to gain real world 
experience with some beef man-
agement practices, develop study 
habits and improve public speak-
ing ability.

While particulars vary within 
each species skillathon, key com-
ponents include a written exam, 
identification of health products, 
equipment, feeds, health/diseas-
es, expected progeny differences 
and breeds related to the species 
and an interview for finalists.

Skillathon contestants are asked 
to identify a number of items 
used in daily stockmanship and 
production.
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well-equipped to teach using 
both verbal and visual aids in an 
effort to connect with the gen-
eral public on a deeper level.”

The SFT has a rich agricul-
tural history and works to edu-
cate their more than two million 
visitors each year of the food 
and fiber products that come 
from the agriculture industry. 
Ranly said that the education of-
fered at Livestock 101 is incred-
ibly important as the interaction 
at the SFT might be the only 
interaction that fair-goer has 
with livestock and agriculture. 

“On average, the general 
population is at least four to 
five generations removed from 
agriculture. As a result, there 
is a significant lack of knowl-
edge and understanding of the 
agriculture industry among the 
general public, and it is our job 
as agriculturalists to bridge the 
gap,” Ranly said. “Through 
programs like Livestock 101, 
we have the opportunity to 
advocate for an industry that 
is absolutely necessary to 
feed and clothe the constantly 
growing global population.”  

However, this oppor-
tunity is not only richly ad-
vantageous for the general 
population, but for the ambas-
sadors accompanying their 
animals on stage, as well. 

“Through Livestock 101, 
Ambassadors have the oppor-
tunity to grow as leaders while 
simultaneously serving oth-
ers,” Ranly said. “Speaking 
on stage in front of a group 
can be intimidating for some 
students, but the vast majority 
of those that participate ulti-
mately come out of the experi-
ence feeling much more confi-
dent and ready to advocate for 
their industry in the future.”

4-H is a youth development 
program reaching, on average, 
500,000 youth per year in all 
254 counties in Texas through 
the AgriLife Extension Service 
via educational and service op-
portunities both in and out of 
school. The leadership opportu-
nity offered through Livestock 
101 provides this small subset 
of youth ambassadors with a 
unique learning experience. 

“Texas 4-H aims to de-
velop youth into independent, 
confident and service-oriented 
leaders that are ready to enter 
the world and make a positive 
difference after graduation,” 
Ranly said. “Livestock 101 
aligns perfectly with these val-
ues as it is an incredible oppor-
tunity for students to learn to be 
confident in telling their stories 
while remaining compassion-
ate and accepting of those that 
may not understand the indus-
try that they are so passionate 
and knowledgeable about.”

This family-friendly, free, 
comfortably located, come-
and-go opportunity at the 2022 
SFT combines the best aspects 

LIVE...
(Continued from page 3)

expected progeny differences 
and breeds related to the spe-
cies. The top scoring individu-
als (determined by a combined 
score from these two catego-
ries) move into the final round. 

For the Sheep Skillathon, 
the final round is performed 
in an arena and open to the 
public and allows finalists 

Knowledge...
(Continued from page 10)

of experiencing livestock and 
agriculture while enjoying a 
fun day at the fair. Hamlett and 
the Texas 4-H Ambassadors 
can’t wait to help fairgoers 
find their tie back to the farm at 
Livestock 101 this fair season.

the opportunity to give a pre-
sentation about a predeter-
mined topic outlined within 
the contest rules for that year. 

While exhibitors won’t 
know if they are a finalist until 
after they arrive and compete, 
the expectation is that they 
have prepared and studied their 
presentation in hopes that they 
get a chance to grab the micro-
phone and stand in the center 
of the arena for a chance to win! 

Beef and Swine Skillathon 
finals vary by age category, 
however, all ages will compete 
in final skill stations, consisting 
of reproductive physiology, 
nutrition and feeding, meat 
science, marketing, breeding/

genetics, animal health and 
animal handling. Intermediate 
and senior finalists will also 
address questions on beef or 
swine industry knowledge 
and current events in a five 
to seven minute interview. 
Grand champion winners at 
the SFT take home bragging 
rights and a buckle and banner, 
with the remaining nine final-
ists also taking home a prize. 

Dr. Chris Skaggs, with 
Texas A&M University and 
Beef Skillathon co-superin-
tendent, alongside Dr. Jason 
Cleere, also with Texas A&M 
University, said, “My favorite 
part of the skillathon is watch-
ing the growth and develop-

ment of youth in the compe-
titions. Many start out a little 
unsure of their knowledge and 
skills, but over time become 
more confident in their skills 
and stronger competitors with 
more knowledge and experi-
ence in the beef cattle indus-
try to eventually excel in the 
Beef Skillathon. We have been 
holding the competitions long 
enough now to see students 
transition to college and then 
amazing careers post-gradu-
ation in the beef cattle indus-
try, including veterinarians, 
ruminant nutritionists, meat 
scientists, animal health and 
feed sales professionals and 
agricultural communica-

tion specialists. There is no 
question that watching the 
students develop their skills 
has been richly rewarding.”

Amidst the competition, 
there is also camaraderie. 
Dudley shared, “My favorite 
part of the event is the friends 
I have made along the way. I 
met some of my closet friends 
three years ago while eating 
lunch before final interviews 
of the contest. While we are 
competing against each other, 
everyone is also very friendly! 
We all cheer for each other and 
genuinely enjoy seeing each 
other succeed. To me, relation-
ships like those are the most 
special part of skillathon.”
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